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Tillandsia 'Wildfire'.

The history of creating this hybrid [front cover] goes back some 13 years. My first try at hybridizing with T. multicaulis as the seed parent was in late 1978 and early 1979 when I pollinated with 11 different Tillandsia and two Vriesea species. To my disappointment the plant did not produce any seeds at all. The following year I tried again, using a great number of different tillandsias and vrieseas as pollen parents to determine if it was possible to get some seeds. One or possibly two seed capsules resulted.

I planted the seeds in February 1981. Several years later, when one seedling became bigger than the mother plant, I realized that I had created a hybrid. After eight years of growing, the same plant started to show signs of forming an inflorescence in January. The inflorescence became 32 inches high and the rosette grew to two feet in diameter. It was in full bloom in the middle of May 1989. I have named that hybrid Tillandsia 'Wildfire'. Perhaps if other members of that seed batch develop their own distinctive characters I shall chose cultivars from among them.

After creating this beautiful hybrid, I tried to do more hybridizing using T. multicaulis as the seed parent. In 1990, I pollinated 63 places on three plants, all with negative results. From the three plants used, only one produced one seed pod, as the result of self-pollination.

I shall probably give up using Tillandsia multicaulis as a seed parent, but I am making extensive use of that species as a pollen parent with other tillandsias and vrieseas.

My notes on Vriesea 'Inferno' [back cover] are much briefer: I pollinated the seed parent, V. ensiformis  in August of 1983 and one plant of the seed batch bloomed in July 1990. The plant size, leaf color, shape, and branching of the inflorescence resemble V regina. Individual branches of the inflorescence are sword-shaped, the floral bracts are red, the petals yellow. The plant including the inflorescence is 5 feet tall, the rosette 2 ½ feet in diameter.

